
ODYSSEY OF THE MIND 

 
 Odyssey of the Mind is an international creative problem solving competition which gives 
students the opportunity to stretch their minds, work cooperatively towards a common 
goal, and accomplish more than they ever dreamed they could.  It takes dedication and 
commitment to complete the experience.   
  
Parent permission is mandatory as each student's family is expected to actively contribute 
to the team experience.  The following information should be read carefully.  Applications 
must be completed and returned by:  

Wednesday, October 23, 2024 
 

Main Rule: All work must be done by the students.  No outside assistance is allowed.  Direct 
adult help in the problem-solving process will disqualify the team, but adults can assist in 
directing the student to information or resources. 
 
The Teams:  Each team is composed of five to seven students, two adult coaches, one 
adult volunteer for the day of regional competition, and one regional competition judge who 
will have an additional full-day training commitment. Total adult help for each team is four 
adults.   
 
Team Meetings:  Each team will set its own meeting schedule and location.  Most or all 
meetings will be outside of school time approximately once a week until regional tournament 
is closer.  The last few weeks before regional competition may require more frequent 
meetings. 
 
Team Selection:  Those who are on “experienced” teams may submit this application to 
their coach.  The roster form (completed by the coach) and all applications can be 
submitted in one set.  At that time the team’s choice of problem will be honored as available 
and ranked. Those new to the Odyssey experience or who don’t have an intact team, should 
attend the team organization meeting. 
 
Cost:  Each student will pay $20.00 at the time of application.  Hardship cases can be 
considered.  Pay online through RYCOR or bring cash to the organizational meeting.  No 
money will be refunded after the second team meeting.  Other costs of the competition will 
be covered through school fundraisers and supplemented with a small amount provided by 
the district. 
 
Important Dates:  
 Organizational Meeting – October 23 @ T.E. Weightman MS, 6:30 p.m., 202   
 Coaches Training – October 26 @ TEWMS  8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
 Regional Competition – Feb. 15, TEWMS - all day 
 State Competition – April 12;  Orange County Convention Center - all day 
 
NOTICE TO ALL PARTICIPANTS: 
In the event that no one volunteers to coach, the $20.00 will be returned to each student 
who registers. 



 



APPLICATION TO PARTICIPATE IN ODYSSEY OF THE MIND 
(If part of a team, turn in this application to your coach. If not part of a team, 
return this application to Ms. Abercrombie, room 202, by October 23, or bring 
it to the the organizational meeting.  The participation fee of $20 must 
accompany this form: cash or pay online through RYCOR and attach receipt.) 
 

PLEASE PRINT 
Student Name:____________________________ Grade:______  ID#:________  

Previous Odyssey Experience:____________________ 

Parent(s) Name:____________________________________  Cell Phone:_____________  

Parent email: ______________________________________________ 

I want to be on a team with the following people:  

______________________________________________________________  

Odyssey Problem Wanted: 1st choice __________  2nd choice _________ (see page 2) 

Parent will volunteer as:       ____ Coach ____ Regional Volunteer    ____ Judge 

   ___ Can Help In Other Ways: _____________________________ 
My child has my permission to participate in Odyssey of the Mind.  I understand that I am responsible 
for transporting my child to practices and competitions.  I also understand that he/she is to do all 
the work, and that my help is needed in other ways. In addition, I have included $20.00 in cash or 
receipt from online payment or a note explaining that the money is a hardship at this time.         
       
     x_____________________________ (parent signature) 
 

Odyssey of the Mind Coaching Application 
(Coaches must become approved school volunteers.  Please print.) 

 
Name: _______________________________  Phone: _______________ 

Email: ___________________@___________ 

Previous Odyssey Experience: ________________________________________ 

I am interested in coaching Problem#  1    2     3    4      5    doesn't matter (circle one) 
I would prefer to hold meetings: at my house   at school  other: ____________ 
I want / don't want my child on my team. 
 

Experienced teams will have their choice of available problems when they return a 
completed roster, including all payments and applications. All those new to Odyssey 

should plan on attending the organizational meeting on  
Thursday, October 23, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. in room 202. 


